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The following are instructions on

participating in the Webcast 
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This Webcast requires attendees use computer 

speakers. 

Connect Headphones or Earbuds, if available 

Adjust Volume 
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We encourage you to participate by asking questions 

during  the presentation

 Submit your questions to the Presenters during 

the Webcast by sending an email to:

2015.standards@dot.ca.gov
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The webcast and list of Questions and Answers will be posted at:

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/construc/training.htm
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This concludes the pre-webcast instructions.

Thank you.  
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2015 Construction Contract Standards



How do the construction contract standards 

work?

Payment – how is work paid for?

Changes in 2015 Standards – where did that 

specification go?
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 Standard Specifications

 Standard Special Provisions

 Standard Plans

 Bid Items

 Bid Book

 Notice to Bidders
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 Revised Standard Specifications (RSS)

• Included with the Special Provisions 

 Revised Standard Plans (RSP)

• Included with the Contract Plans
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 Section 5-1.02 shows how to deal with discrepancies in contract parts.
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 Section 1-1.01 (Page 1)

The bid items set forth the construction specifications that apply. 

The first 2 digits of a bid item code correspond to the specification 

section number with the same 2 first digits…

 Applicable specification section based on bid item

• Example: Bid Item 190101 ROADWAY EXCAVATION

Section 19 EARTHWORK applies

Bid 
Item 
List
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 Bid Items and Applicable Sections (aka Transfer Table) in Section 1-1.01 of Special 

Provisions:

 Exception in section 1-1.01 of the Standard Specifications

• Bid Item code # 999990 MOBILIZATION corresponds to Section 9.  

Bid 
Item 
List
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 Foundation for all of the specifications is the Standard Specifications

 Special Provisions and Revised Standard Specifications revise the 

Standard Specifications for a particular contract by using R-A-D:

• Replace portions or all of a section

• Add to a section

• Delete portions or all of a section
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Detailed Specifications

Specific Section Generals

Section Generals

Division Generals

General Divisions
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Detailed Specifications

Specific Section Generals

Section Generals

Division Generals
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General Divisions
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Division Generals
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Section Generals
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Specific Section Generals
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Detailed Specifications
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Detailed Specifications

Specific Section Generals

Section Generals

Division Generals
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 Updates the standard specifications 

 Follows the Replace-Add-Delete (RAD) method 

 Published quarterly

 Included with the special provisions
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 The date that the RSS was published is in the heading
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 Example of a Revised Standard Specification
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 Project specific specifications

 Specifications that Replace-Add-Delete (RAD) those in the    

standard specifications and the revised standard specifications
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Special 

Provisions

Revised Standard Specifications
Standard Specifications

Bid 
Item 
List
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The procedure for each bid item:

1. Start with the Bid Item

2. Read the applicable:

o Standard Specifications

o Revised Standard 

Specifications

o Special Provisions
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 Project specific plans and details

 Revised Standard Plans (RSPs)
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 Standards plans list
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 Included by reference on the contract plans
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 Standard Plans

 Revised Standard Plans

 Project Plans

Revised Standard Plans

Standard Plans

Project Plans
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 2-1.06B  Supplemental Project Information (page 19)

 And Special Provision 2-1.06B
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 Includes other information that may be referenced by and described in the 

Contract such as:

• Applicable permits, licenses, agreements & certifications (PLACs)

• Cross-sections if there is earthwork

• Applicable design reports

• Log of test borings (these may be included in the plans, or geotechnical 

report)

• Electronic data 

• Railroad information

• Tunnel classification (tunnel safety orders)

• Water availability
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 The sum of the parts equals the whole
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Roadway Excavation

 Contract Bid Item – 190101 Roadway Excavation

Contract Specifications

 Standard Specifications

• General divisions

• Division general, Section 17

• Section general 19-1

• Specific sections 19-2.02 Materials, 19-2.03 Construction, 

and 19-2.04 Payment

 Revised Standard Specifications (RSS)

• As of May 18, 2016 there are no RSS 

 Contract Special Provisions

• May or may not have 19-2.03B
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Roadway Excavation

Plans

 Contract Plans

• Earthwork is shown on the typical cross sections, layouts, 

profiles, superelevation, and summary of quantities sheets

 Standard Plans

• A62A

 Revised Standard Plans (RSPs)

• As of May 18, 2016 there are no RSPs for earthwork

 Supplemental Project Information

• Cross sections

• Electronic earthwork data (e.g., 3D models, etc.)
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You will get this… Instead of this…

If you know how the parts fit
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 The procedure for payment:

1. Start with the Bid Item

2. Read the applicable payment clauses:

o Standard Specifications

o Revised Standard Specifications

o Special Provisions

Bid 
Item 
List
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 Navigating the Payment Specifications

• Moving down the pyramid, is moving from the specific 

specifications to the more general specifications

o The specific specifications govern over the general

o The specific payment clauses modify the general 

payment clauses
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General Division

DIVISION I GENERAL PROVISIONS 

9 PAYMENT

9-1.03 PAYMENT SCOPE
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General Division

DIVISION I GENERAL PROVISIONS 

9 PAYMENT

9-1.03 PAYMENT SCOPE

 No intention to not have bid items for Divisions I, II and XI.

 Submit a bid inquiry if you don’t see a bid item for 

required work.
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General Division

DIVISION I GENERAL PROVISIONS 

9 PAYMENT

9-1.03 PAYMENT SCOPE

What do you do when there is work shown on the plans but 

there is no bid item in the bid item list for Divisions III, IV, V, VI, 

VII, VIII, IX, X, & XII ?

The Resident Engineer should first ensure that the work shown 

on the plans is not referenced by another bid item section 

before writing the change order.
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General Division

DIVISION I GENERAL PROVISIONS 

9 PAYMENT

9-1.03 PAYMENT SCOPE

 Applies only when there is a contract bid item

• 5-1.20E  Water Supply 

• 7-1.02K(6)(j)(ii) Lead Compliance Plan

• 13-1.01C(4)(d)  Water Quality Annual Reports

• 14-6.03D(1) Contractor Supplied Biologist
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DIVISION I GENERAL PROVISIONS 

9 PAYMENT

9-1.03 PAYMENT SCOPE
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Division General

Example Division General Payment Sections

17 GENERAL

36 GENERAL
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Section General

Example Section General Payment Sections

19  EARTHWORK

19-1  GENERAL

39  ASPHALT CONCRETE

39-1  GENERAL
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Specific Specification Payment Sections

 Contain specifications about how to measure 

an item of work.

 Deductions for out of specification materials 

are no longer in the payment sections. 

Specific Section
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 Payment for an item covers all work in the General, 

Materials, and Construction sections of the 

specification for the bid item, unless it has been 

stated otherwise. 

 Examples of where it is stated otherwise: 

Bid 
Item 
List
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 Item Code(e.g., 190101)

• First 2-digits of Item Code show the 

section of the contract 

specifications that apply

• Check section 1-1.01 for exceptions

 Item Description

• Shown on Bid Item List 

• Look for the description within the 

section identified by the item code

 Unit

• How the work is measured 

 Quantity

• Estimated amount of work

 Price

• Bid price

Review – Start With Bid Items

Bid 
Item 
List
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 Item on Bid Item List 

• Points to the specification section needed

• Possible specific sections

• General specifications are always included

 If a specific payment section is not found, go down the 

pyramid, the general sections still apply for any item in that 

section

• If no specific or general section modifies the 

measurement or payment of the item, then the item is 

paid for as specified in section 9-1.03 Payment Scope.

Review – Stepping Down the Pyramid Bid 
Item 
List
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General Payment Specification
9-1.03  PAYMENT SCOPE 

The Department pays you for furnishing the resources and activities required to complete the work. The 
Department's payment is full compensation for furnishing the resources and activities, including: 

1. Risk, loss, damage repair, or cost of whatever character arising from or relating to the work and 
performance of the work 

2. PLACs and taxes 
3. Any royalties and costs arising from patents, trademarks, and copyrights involved in the work 
 
The Department does not pay for your loss, damage, repair, or extra costs of whatever character arising 
from or relating to the work that is a direct or indirect result of your choice of construction methods, 
materials, equipment, or manpower, unless specifically mandated by the Contract. 

Payment is: 

1. Full compensation for all work involved in each bid item shown on the Bid Item List by the unit of 
measure shown for that bid item 

2. For the price bid for each bid item shown on the Bid Item List or as changed by change order with a 
specified price adjustment 

 
Full compensation for work specified in divisions I, II, and XI is included in the payment for the bid items 
involved unless: 

1. Bid item for the work is shown on the Bid Item List 
2. Work is specified as change order work 
 
Work paid for under one bid item is not paid for under any other bid item. 

Payment for a bid item includes payment for work in sections referenced by the section set forth by that 
bid item. 

If an alternative is described in the Contract, the Department pays based on the bid items for the details 
and specifications not described as an alternative unless the bid item is described as an alternative, in 
which case, the Department pays based on the details and specifications for that alternative. 

Copyright © 2016 California Department of Transportation 65



Copyright © 2016 California Department of Transportation
66



 New Divisions and Division Name Changes

 New General Sections 

 New Sections and Section Name Changes

 Changes Made to All Technical Sections

o Quality Assurance

o Table Format

 Section Changes – A Closer Look

oDefinitions and Submittals

oWhere did the content of Section 15 EXISTING FACILITIES go?

 Changes in Standard Plans
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DIVISION III  EARTHWORK AND LANDSCAPE

17  GENERAL

DIVISION IV  SUBBASES AND BASES

23  GENERAL

DIVISION V  SURFACINGS AND PAVEMENTS

36  GENERAL

DIVISION VI  STRUCTURES

45  GENERAL

DIVISION VII DRAINAGE FACILITIES

61  GENERAL
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 Renamed to Quality Assurance from “Quality Control and Quality Assurance”

 Clarifies the distinction between the contractor’s and the department’s 

responsibilities

• Quality Control - performed by the Contractor

• Department Acceptance 

o Verification
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 Example

41-2.01D  Quality Assurance 

41-2.01D(1)  General 

Reserved 

41-2.01D(2)  Quality Control 

Test grout compressive strength under California Test 551, Part 1 at 7-days with 12 seconds efflux time. 
Follow the procedures for moist cure. The 7-day compressive strength must be at least 750 psi. 

41-2.01D(3)  Department Acceptance 

For Department acceptance, the final pavement elevation must be within 0.01 foot of the required grade. 
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 Quality Characteristic replaces other terms such as property, test, measurement, 

requirement etc.

 Typical Quality Characteristics for Quality Control and Acceptance
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 Tables now have standard format
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 Tables now have standard format
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DIVISION I GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1 GENERAL

 Sections 1-1.06 and 1-1.07 contain new ABBREVIATIONS and 

DEFINITIONS

 Action verbs for work to existing facilities such as adjust, modify, 

abandon, remove, and relocate are now defined in this section 

 Examples of new abbreviations:

• MPQP – Material Plant Quality Program published by the Department

• SDS – safety data sheet (replaces MSDS, Section 1-1.06, footnote:

Interpret a reference to MSDS as a reference to SDS under 29 CFR 

1910.1200)

• TRO – time-related overhead
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DIVISION I GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 5 CONTROL OF WORK

 Action submittal – Deleted the list of action submittals from Section 5-1.23B(1)

because any submittal not listed or designated as an informational submittal is an 

action submittal
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DIVISION I GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 5 CONTROL OF WORK

 Designation as an informational submittal will be in the specific specification 

section
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DIVISION II GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 

Section 10 GENERAL

 10-1.02 Work Sequencing 

• 10-1.02B Traffic Elements

• 10-1.02C Landscaping and Irrigation Facilities

• 10-1.02D Traffic Stripes, Pavement Markings, and Pavement Markers

• 10-1.02E Excavation

 10-4 Water Usage

 10-5 Dust Control

 10-6 Watering

 Sustainability (LEED)
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DIVISION II GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 

Section 11 WELDING

 Now General Specifications for Welding

 2010 Section 11-1.02 Quality Control Manager moved to 

Section 6-2 Quality Assurance 

 2010 Section11-2 Precast Concrete Member requirements 

moved to 2015 Section 90-4 Precast Concrete
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DIVISION II GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 

Section 13 WATER POLLUTION CONTROL

 Residue Collection from grooving and grinding moved to Sections 13-4.03D(3) 

and 13-4.03E(7) from Section 42
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DIVISION II GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

Section 14 ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

 Special provisions added into standards:

• Species Protection

• Contractor-Supplied Biologist

• Wetland Protection

• Hazardous Material

 Most of Dust Control moved from 14-9 to 10-5

• Exception: 14-11.08E Dust Control for hazardous 

waste concentrations of ADL
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DIVISION II GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 

Section 14 ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

 Trash pickup requirements were consolidated 

into Section 14-10 Solid Waste Disposal and 

Recycling

 Hazardous Waste and Contamination are in 

Section 14-11
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DIVISION II GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 

Section 15 EXISTING FACILITIES

 General Construction Specifications 

 Specifications that apply to multiple divisions

 Reduced to 2-pages from 36-pages by moving 

content to other related technical sections, for 

example:

• Remove Pavement moved to 

Section 39-3 Existing Asphalt Concrete

• Concrete Removal moved to 

Section 41 Existing Concrete Pavement

• Bridge Removal moved to 

Section 60 Existing Structures
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DIVISION II GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 

Section 16 TEMPORARY FACILITIES

 New section for constructing temporary 

facilities

 It includes facilities such as: 

• Temporary Pedestrian Facilities

• High-Visibility Fences (temporary fence 

type ESA)

• Temporary Construction Mats

• Job Site Water Control
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DIVISION III EARTHWORK AND LANDSCAPE

Section 17 GENERAL

 Division III is now called Earthwork and Landscape

 Section 17 GENERAL is now the general section for this division

• Section 17 now applies to Sections 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22

• Clearing and Grubbing is in Section 17-2
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DIVISION IV SUBBASES AND BASES

Section 30 RECLAIMED PAVEMENT

 Pulverized Roadbed

 Full Depth Reclamation

 Crack and Seat
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DIVISION V SURFACINGS AND PAVEMENTS

Section 36 GENERAL

New Section 36 GENERAL

• Applies to all sections in the division

• Now includes: 

o Preconstruction Meetings

o Base Bond Breaker

o Residue Containing Lead from Paint 
and Thermoplastic

o Pavement Smoothness
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DIVISION V SURFACINGS AND PAVEMENTS

Section 36 GENERAL

 Pavement Smoothness
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DIVISION V SURFACINGS AND PAVEMENTS

Section 39 ASPHALT CONCRETE

 39-2.01C(5) Pavement Edge Treatment

• Safety Edge is now Tapered Edge

• Not a separate bid item
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DIVISION VI STRUCTURES

Section 56 OVERHEAD SIGN STRUCTURES, STANDARDS, AND 

POLES

 Overhead Sign Structures

 Standards and Poles
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DIVISION VI STRUCTURES

Section 59 STRUCTURAL STEEL COATINGS 

 Was about painting various materials

 Now only includes specifications for coating steel

 Painting and staining timber and concrete moved to section 78 Incidental 

Construction
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DIVISION VI STRUCTURES

Section 60 EXISTING STRUCTURES 

 60-2 Structure Removal

 60-3 Structure Rehabilitation

• Bridge Deck Treatments

• Deck Overlays

 60-4 Modifying Structures

• Refinishing Bridge Decks

• Access Openings

• Coring Concrete

• Steel Column Casings

• Bridge Joint Restrainers
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DIVISION VI DRAINAGE FACILITIES

Section 61 GENERAL

 Combined previous Sections 61 and 62

 Now includes 

• Joints 

• Alternative Culverts 

• Concrete Backfill 

• Temporary Culverts
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DIVISION VI DRAINAGE FACILITIES

Section 71 EXISTING DRAINAGE FACILITIES

 71-2 Remove Drainage Facilities

 71-3 Rehabilitate Drainage Structures

• Full Culvert Voids

• Contact Grouting

• Invert Paving

• Welded Steel Pipeliners

• Cured-in-Place Pipeliners

 71-4 Modifying Drainage Structures

• Pipes

• Inlets, Manholes, and Risers

 71-5 Adjust Drainage Structures
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DIVISION VIII MISCELLANEOUS CONSTRUCTION

Section 78 INCIDENTAL CONSTRUCTION

 Survey monuments

 Miscellaneous coatings

• Painting timber, concrete, electrical material

• Staining concrete, shotcrete, galvanized 

surfaces, textured concrete, rock

• Anti-graffiti coatings

 Parking bumpers

 Resetting and relocating mailboxes

 Obliterating roads and detours
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DIVISION IX TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES

Section 81 MISCELLANEOUS TRAFFIC CONTROL 

DEVICES

 Now Includes

• Delineators

• Pavement markers

• Existing pavement markers and delineators
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DIVISION IX TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES

Section 82 SIGNS AND MARKERS

 Signs were moved here, Delineators moved out 

 Includes:

• Sign panels

• Roadside signs

• Sign overlays

• Markers

• Existing roadside signs and markers
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DIVISION IX TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES

Section 84 MARKINGS

 Traffic Stripes and Pavement Markings

 Now Includes 

• 84-3 Contrast Treatments

• 84-8 Rumble strips

• 84-9 Existing Markings

o Remove Traffic Stripes and 

Pavement Markings

o Remove Contrast Treatment
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DIVISION X ELECTRICAL WORK

Sections 86 GENERAL, 87 ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS, 

88 RESERVED

 Electrical Work is now a division

 New sections include: 

• 86 GENERAL specifications for equipment and 
material requirements

• 87 ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS general 
construction, and specific requirements for 
electrical systems

• 88 Reserved for future expansion

 5 Standard Special Provisions for the new 
electrical standard specifications
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DIVISION X ELECTRICAL WORK

Sections 86 GENERAL, 87 ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS,          
88 RESERVED

 Some Electrical work has been moved to 
sections:

• 10-1.02B Traffic Elements

• 12-3.33 Temporary Signal Systems

• 12-3.34 Temporary Flashing Beacon System

• 48-2.03E Falsework lighting

• 56-3.02 Steel Standard, Poles, Pedestals, 
and Posts

• 56-3.05 High Mast Lighting Assembly Poles

• 77-4 Emergency Vehicle Detector

• 78-4.08 Painting Electrical Material
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DIVISION XI MATERIALS

Section 89 AGGREGATE
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DIVISION XI MATERIALS

Section 93 RESERVED

 What Happened to 2010 Section 93 Liquid Asphalts?
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DIVISION XII BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

Section 99 BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

 Building specifications are now nonstandard 

special provisions

 The 2010 building specs were canceled when the 

2015 Standards were posted
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 The abbreviations have been consolidated and moved to the front of the 

Standard Plans

• Landscape, Structures, Electrical, and Roadway are all contained in 

sheets A3A – A3C

• Symbols are not included in this consolidation

o General symbols are on sheets A10A – A10H

o Landscape symbols - sheet H1

o Electrical symbols - sheets ES-1A – ES-1C

 Electrical standard plans updated

• Battery Backup Systems assembly connection details are now included 

in the standard plan sheets ES-3I – ES-3L

 Pavement structure drainage sheets moved from D99 series to P50 – P53

Copyright © 2016 California Department of Transportation 112



 New Divisions and Division Name Changes

 New General Sections 

 New Sections and Section Name Changes

 Changes Made to All Technical Sections

 Section Changes – A Closer Look

 Changes in Standard Plans
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